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ToO THE LADIES.

THESE pages aré addressed to you, Ladies, because it is your welfare chiefly that thev
were designed to promote ; and upon your influence and aid must depend, in a great
measure, the success of the object regommended.

By o candid consideration of the testimeny herein presented, you will, it is hoped,
be induced to enconrnge the education of suitable TFemales to share in the duties of
the medical profession, especially those that pertain to their own sex.

This course will introduce among the female portion of the community, generally, o
Detter knowledge of the means of preserving and restoring health—a knowledge which
their own physical well-being, and that of the race, dernands that they should possess,
By thus extending their intelligence and nsefulness, in & sphere 5¢ peculiarly appro-
priate, they will not ouly enjoy the catisfaction of accomplishing greater good, but will
strengthen their claims to honor and esteerm.

Lvery one, who is at all aequainted with this gubject, must be aware that great in-
convenience and TNNECEsSATY suffering, mental and physical, result from confining
this knowledze and these qualifications to male physieians—on account of the delicate
relations which exist between the sexes, and the proper regard of which iz indispensa-
ble to the best interests of society.

With a deep conviction of the impertance of the object presented in these pages, it
is carnestly commended to the favor and support of the intelligent, benevolent, and
ClLristian women of the community, by

THE AuTHOR.

Boston Jun. 1, 1850,




LETTER TO LADIES.

Tt is not a recent or hastily formed opinion on the part of the
writer, that there ought to be a class of Fem.ales, thoroughly
educated, and qualified to act as medical advisers a.nd profes-
sional attendants, in those 'departments of practice which
relate particularly to their own sex—the daughter, the wife,
the mother. : )

To 'show upon what grounds his convictmns. rejst, and to
what credence his opinions may be entitled, it is perhaps
necessary, and therefore excusable, to allude to the means he
has had for obtaining information upon the subject, and the
measures that have been adopted to communicate that infor-
mation to the public. Itis the custom, and a very good one
too, for the graduating class in Yale College, whatever may
be their prospective professions or pursuits, to receive some
lectures from Professors in the Medical department of the
Institution. Under these circumstances, in 1840, the Author,
by the lectures and by reading, made himself somewhat
acquainted with the subjects of Anatomy and Physiology,
and with the history and the principles of the healing art.
From the interest thus acquired in these subjects, he has given
to them more or less aftention from that time to the present.
Tt struck him as rather singular, that the department of the
profession, termed Midwifery—a feminine occupation, as its
name implies,—should be exclusively in the hands of magles,
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Testmiony oF Dr, Mees, of P!LiZadethia.%Within two
years past, two large works—‘ Females and their Diseases,”
and “ Obstetrics”—have appeared from the pen of Charles D.
Meigs, M. D., Professor of Midwifery and the Discases of
Women and Children, in the Jefferson Medical College at
Philadelphia.

Though Dr. Meigs may not have intended tg encourage the
medical education of females, for the departments that come
under his professorship, he has incidentally furnished proof of
the urgent necessity of such a course, and has admitted jts
Practicability, by the high commendation he hgs bestowed
upon foreign medical ladies, of acknowledged eminence as
authors and practitioners. His work cm'Fema]esJ &e., Is in
the form of a series of letters to his C

| lass; after they had left
the:institution:; and is written in so intelligible angq interesting
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any village, town or city, and falling, at last, into the hands of
the quaclk ; either ending in some surprising cure, or leading
the victim, by gradual lapses of health and strength, down to
the grave, the last refuge of the incurable, or rather the un-
cured : I say uncured, for it is a very clear and well known
truth, that many of these cases are, in their beginning, of light
or trifling importance. .

“ All theseé evils of medical practice spring not, in the main,
from any want of competency in mcc‘licines‘m: in medical
men ; but from the delicacy of the relations ex1st11"lg be[\*ﬁ?ell
the sexes; and, in a good degree, {from a wc.-mt of information
among the population in general, s 1o the import aFid m.ean_
ing, and tendency of disorders manifested by a certain train of
symptoms.. .

‘1t is perbaps best, upon the whole, that this great degree
of modesty should exist even to the extent of putting a bar to
researches, without which no very clear and undesstandable
notions can be obtained of the sexual disorders. 1 CO%lfeSS I
am proud to say, that in this country geuerally, ce1rtamly in
many parts of it, there are women who prefevr to suﬂ'er. the ex-
tremity of danger and pain, 1‘a1.1.ner than .\vawe Lhose‘ scrll‘ples
of delicacy which prevent their maladies fl‘({l’ﬂI bemg fully
explored. Isay it Is an evidence of the do‘mi.mon of a fine
morality in our society ; but nevertheless it is true that g
greater candor on the part of the patient, and a more resolute
and careful inquiry on that of the practitioner, would scarcely
fail to bring to light, in their earliest stages, the cgrabie mala-
dies, which, by faults on both sides, are now misunderstogd
because concealed, and, consequently, mismanaged and ipep-
rable. In fact, what is there in the human body that can he-
come disordered so secretly as to elude the exploratory powers
of a well educated medical man, who is allowed to malke the
necessary inquiries ?

« ]y is an interesting question, as to what can be done to
obviate the perpetuity of such evils—evils that have existed
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for ages. Is there any recourse by me.ams of*which the amount
of ‘suffering endured by women afflicted
plaints, may be greatly lessened ?

“I am of opinion that the answer ou
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tored to that moral position \hvhich knew ne guilt nor
o oo » required the drapery of fig leaves.
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it is, mortec;:;:feldf}cigion to come to, as far as the poor patient
this is a t€
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Is concerned ; but it is not your fault that she is unfortunate
In being so situated. If she will suffer the Proper inquiry to
be made, there can be little doubt of the ability to procure the
needed information, undertake to oyre until
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sdgement at the moment in some of the various duties of 1:118
- general practitioner, which are inconveniently connected with
Waiting ‘upon ladies, A gentleman in Newburyport, whose
family is not Very numerous, stated to me, that the advent of
his children into the world had beep Presided over by seven
different medical men. Tn a family of the author's acquaint-
ance, now in this city, the same number of Physicians have
been employed in the capacity of midwife, (and no two on one
oceasion,) though there have been but nipe children,

DISTINGUISHED FEE‘.IALE PHYSICIANS.-—-
€Ome eminent as practitioners and medica] authors, there is
ample proof. Prof, Meigs, in his Letters 10 his Clags op Fe-
male Disecases, speaking of a topic on which it i diffieult for
males to obtain information, says, “1 apy ready to pip my faith
1 this matter to the

sleeve of a persop better Qualified to judge
of it than you or I, J mean the latg Madame Boivin, author
of the Memorial syr U Ayt cheme
Femme en chef of the Maj

and anuthor of the admirable
Women, &e.

learned physic
her science an

That women may be-

des Accoy,

Her writings prove her
lan, and ag she enjoyed
d her great clinie
Own personal Imowledge, are more
of all the male physicians together.”

Surely, women of intellig

1gence anq philanthropy should ta)e
Courage from this noble tibute to gpq of their gey and belieye
. :

the truth, that they too may become useful ip g éxercise of
the healing gy among delicate femaleg and tepde, infants, angd
contribute algq to the advancemen; of Medicg) literatyye )
Madame Boivin, in her work gop Midwifery reports éO 517
births that occurred in her practicg iy the Hgspit:al ofl\{ater;j‘ ;
Madame Lachapelle is another Ce}ebl‘ated medica authgln"

ad practitipgner e vas '} J
i .I 1(?11:31, whose vast expeuence,” says Dr, Meigs,
gained whyie at tf Iaterm’té H

1e head of the ! IDSpital at Paris,

al eXperi ),
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lid claim to speak as from authority, and whose thorough
e idwifery must confirm those
the theory of midwifery
knowledge of

claims as rights.” She reports, as having DC_CTJ_”ed under her
‘intendence from 1812 to 189-;0: 32:243 births. . R
superin iate for these distinguished persons is the term
B’IE’S? apiiopl(lijze women,) given to fema.les wh.o pu-rsul(f
Sﬂgefcm?} : fession in France. How great their usefy
this honorable proerintended the nativity of forty-two tl?ousand
ness! to h.ave slupw have comforted, cheered, sustaumadt 50,
human bemg_S- through their houts of fear anc} sgﬁ’ermg,
many of their 5'3?11 can! for they have sympathies in com-
as none but W?:an sentiments which seem to be mar;le for
mon; a langﬂﬁzir sorrows and joys are the same. It is not
the PHEPOSE; ) 2 rd or the strong arm of a profector that the
i P?whar = wants at such a time; buij the sympathy
suffering womiifmnce of one like herself, to whom she can
an?l r??iiqciise ctommit her thoughts, feeling;, Eerilmgp erllr?;e
VAILADD h' 3 »one hand, and the de ¥
compaSSiO‘ﬂa_tf c?:‘;?ltlzlr]leoglllss Tc:;lich are, so strongly elicited
Houe Of» i gh these scenes of suffering and dangf—:r, are
in passing tmouc;vholl}r unmixed with those other sentiments
shey: ot ‘coul‘SE; Creator has endowed opposite n(?tures for
with whwh. lses-—the protection, and not the invasion of 1.he
diﬂer?tl'lctsp:flpc(;nnubial life, to make and not to 'mar the bliss
sanctitie A
of the dorn?stlcjztal:;iﬁ: that this is a tender point, and that
The aut I?ake it unkindly, however gently it is t‘ouched
o he testimony of medical authors, and many PI'O.OfS
upon; but the to his knowledge, show it to be a COIlSldeI"rlth'll
that have co;Tle_m s, o silelltlyf passed over in this
a5 B g 11; ispﬂot'the design of these pages to cast reflec-
o oaches upon individuals of either party, for that
tions and Te;)loa t (;ustom sanctions, and even commands, but
which the prsen stom is unnatural and wrong, and should
to show that this —f:hbmh not only insures greater safety to life,
i Y
ut is

2
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LADIES,

The embarrassment angd nery
sight of the medical man oftey
tion and severity of suffering, o
the mother and infant,
sometimes happens to the
convulsions.  'Out of 16,4
lins, Superintendent of the Dubliy Lying
patient in 547 was atlackeq in this w
sented in statisties collected by Dy,

case of convulsions in 609,
more ¢

ous agitation, which even the
occasions, increase the dura-

nd cousequently the peril to
Thete is 5 fearful calgmi

parturient Woman, fermegq
16 labors undey the care

v which

-in HOSplital, one
ay. Out of 96,903 pre-
Churchill, there was one
In'Madam, Boivin’s 20,000 and

1 q ¥
ases, less than one Patient Was afflicted

n thousang
with this alarming disorder,

Medical authors are 1ot agreed .

these attacks which may aceuy ol S EEsERG:
atltacks, wk =Y 90CUr in gl yey ile o i oy
exhausted state of the System, e PlCl}lOlli:‘, IOL . “-n,y
We are quite ignorant a : foncete
1ssection; any
1 1o hazard an opinj
May not one of the ol Natural (gt
these deeply sclentific authors haye overlookeq it iz g, mé)
delicacy, grievously shockeq by the Presence ain { s
attentions of gentlemen? Iy, o
Cause.  Dr. Meis

sions in his Practice; ten werg ¢,
confinemen

t—the time, of al] o¢;
gs and embarrassments aye the g
Tequires that they should he the least, 1-_b
“that of nineteen cases of Puerperg) conyy
Dr. Josepn Clarke, sixteen Were of femaleg Wit thiste S
children,  of thirty-six by Dy, Merriman bn}elr ﬁIS
first childyey, Of thirty by himse]fJ t“’énty-niimg 1F ‘:;G‘li
children,» These facts, in Connectjop ,; - ..we}e e
that in the Very extensive Practice of 1; Qll.cumstanc]e
Smaller Proportional numley of suepy T On:rfn a ;:nucl;t
lhave due weight ip 1’econnnending the Bl B

LI : 1Ore Natupal and safe
El.dlmmslratlon of Females ip these aflajrg ;

APpearance to enahle me
v on-on the Stbject.”

causes be gq simple

Elte-‘:',-
siong recorded by

Ta ame

g

e
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i ill arise in the minds of some: How are
Thelqueshumn inary difficulty, ang
1 in. cases of extraordinary difii Ys
S s le0ng be needed? The eminent sage-femmes,
n surgical aid may : 1eed the aid
“;hf] o DBoiV;H and Madame Lachapelle, did not . peiit
e ) : SIF: ance
Ma even on such occasions. All manual '15515I T -t};
- er i 1d dexterity .
i ler, with greater convenience ang ity
penlilior jiizeencaloy dbequqlly skillful were they with
ants: an a
' le attendants; o ely needed oreat
than male T N I, o
the appliances of art. ch of it has ruined thousands. Tt
- ¢ too mu e ;
rsical strength;
physica

jn l 1118 Bl? } p P [ (11501‘ (-_‘,‘Cd, or
.L a.tL‘ll B, 'hel] 11 (]
1 [ 12 ens th'cl J T ; ; .Ii 2
v ‘ T ld ].]l hc].' 0|Jerati0115? never llCCdS the 1_1"1 o1 g 3 a bui
t].].“ arle i I't nd

A ition of the race
ven in the present degenerate conc‘hlllo i Ou:;
seldel.ﬂ,ue when women, Nature’s handmaids, preside. »
4 iBve 3 ases
especially thousand five hundred and seventeen  e:
olabe;pwentyionse me Boivin, only three hundred
. ler the care of Madame Boivin, .
births; under . isted ; leaving twenty thou-
d thirty-four required to be assisted ; s .
o hundred and eighty—three chil 1611. )
sand one Tad she been obliged to give up
naided powers of nature. Had she £ slight or serions diff.
e : ' he cases of slich :
2ty one of the cases g
SUTEEON EVErY : it have been the
ety ] \?r grateful 'to this noble woman must ha F s
410 2 - o er B
cuIlY,_J tl?a.‘, she had saved so many thousands o o
v 1 b LAl ok 5 3 u aele
]gﬂect;m, ortification, aye, and humiliation of being subje
rom the m - - !
b Jless interference of male operators ‘ )
1g B sertiass ted that obstetric surgery will devolve
G expecie @ : ] i
will not be - mber of ener-
It ractitioners, though a sufficient nu
upon female prac ) - be com-
. ; onmen con -
ic and resolute w - —_— and large
i for the office. But there can be in every city ¢ o »g
petent 107 i .L umber of this class of male surgeons, who
2% ~ F 1'1 p e )

1 a suflicien : 7ill very rarely
IO_W;t be called on when needed, which Wil s i'on 'mzl
o if" the professional women have the ec I.I(JE.L 1C£ e

en 1 i - rS1e hina -
happen This is said to be the course pmsucd] in rlrl :

perience. FOREE < 'selves. 1e
CXPB“E‘, to-a great extent adopted among ourse vle _

it 1s to-a g ’ ler citles, havine g
- j' of physicians, in Boston, and othel‘ ]c : ) ;cheTh
najority of phy cy lelr miscella-
md]ml't} ited practice in midwifery, mixed with to manage
?813’1“? i and feeling their incompetency anag
. s cduties, @
neous dul
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extraordinary cases, senq for those w
engaged in this branch of

‘Any thing requiring
instance, which Is cop

ho are more exclusively
the practice.

Promptness of action, hemorrhage, for
1sidered the most
nts, can
ales,

alarming of the un-
be managed as el by quali-
In cases requiring surgical aid,
f time to send for it. Medica] authors
T not to take his mechanical agents with

always be tige to procure them, even in
0st urgent Cases, as one writey remarks,

Such clrcmnstances, take time to ¢gq)] in coup
can do the same,

It may pe replied, th
bug

favorable accompanime
-fied females 54 by m
there is abundance o
advise the Practitione

him, ag there il
the m

sel; midwives

at this plan w
never for the country,

i1l answer for the city,
Now accustomed g T

But in COuRlry towns women are
ely much more UPon each other, gy it

N the uncertain ayrival

. et jg pg reason w
little know]edge and

Telder their sex needed
18 nog at h

hy all women should po¢ Possess the
ability whiep would hable they to

assistance, whep g Professigpg) Person
and., There ig now such g lamentable i

0N this Subjeet, ang women are sych a pro

sehn;js, that the most foreboding Anxiety takes pogq Siof

8 dzcizi"nj}f Oi 111;[1?3? for_ e Previgyg tlleilPti;11eeSbleét

N el o % fail to be there, o arrive toq Jlate;

AN iy 'I;aY % S?"for 0 his ab €€ Numbeyegg mothers
1ave mige

s Surroungeq by a room

3En

rably perisheq

Physicians, in

21
LETTER TO LADIES.

: nom ought to
2 women, any one'of wh g
full of terrified and uselelss » A0y
=cll able to save them. ]
have beecn 1b1_ ians, from having often been witnesses of the
icia " e
Many physic ?oundless alarms of the women p1csent.0n
helplessness and gr doubtless come to the honest conclusion
e e doub _ .
s OccaSlmL-,, 11&Vd ficient in ability, as to be incapable of
that the sex is so de ible affaits. Whereas they should
1ging such responsible atial fr vomen their
i s themselves for having taken I'mrg :ho 4 o= s
: 3 G racti n us redu
e blan the knowledge and the practice, a e e
i L s nge =
occupatlﬂﬂa} a ‘pitiable condition. The t%h?lg_ N wi’ll reatly
WIS T l{f illages, so far from diminishing, g
v k|
‘v lowns ang d.
Fly the safety of those concerne ol S ool
increase 'e ¢ Female altendants can ) dut
says one; : vill o where du
'Bm d}t rm, night and day.” Women willg N thser
Al anralon) llata the frozen shores of Greenland; o
and humanity caf’AfricT to the loathsome dungeon, or the
burning elimes o a;;els of mercy, but sometimes, as th‘e
hattle field, not only a:s e isters of destruction to their
joble: Hungarian:ladies, as ministers fession, they do go
> ’s foes. So far as relates to this pro ',t o i
'ys . sistants,
countl_Y ity and country, as nurses or second as 1hc 00
TLDW, 1{31 ° Y{; qualified as superiniendents, andl they
ecor L WA ideration.
thc'm pon with more distinguished con.sxde isited in Maine
waited uf F., ina town which the writer visite f}l y ;
AT e Sl S reat aflliction
Revi zlﬂ at it was a source of sad regret and g sarg fo
arked. th : it was necessar
remaﬂke't‘, in prospect of maternity, that 1: i a4k ey
Ao rile. : B = e ha = &
e eiltleman attendant. e said l.f t;}e‘ g, |
I s agoe ;
have ® 8 id it, any competfent woman in lsi 1 rb :SE].'_I_t o
o 13 ;
way fo 21 n rJin Baoston for whom he could m;e gj )
4 & - ining her. Such
he Iknown 1 ‘Eb hesitated a moment in obtaining b
10t have ssessed o
e HOtl feeling of every humane husband{,1 P?-SGSS 1
the ! 1is wife; and there will be
A d delicate regard for his wife; cgﬂ
rect an . et about,
S d means for these dOCthSSBS. to g S ———
b il he argument most relied upon ag il £
1€ 3 01 Judgmen
Perhaps the 11-1:t they have not the coolness of judg )
itioners 1s,
actitlon

isi ' case reat difficulty,
e nerve requisite for cases of g '

and firmness of
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Let us look at this point. Suppose
upon this subject as females pow are;
easily alarmed and incapable’ of re
‘case of emergency,

physicians wers as Ignorant
they would then be
ndering efficien ald in a
as young doctors often 4T, and: non-pro-
fessional gentlemep almost always are. Rg that the fact of
being one of the stronger sex does not repdey one competent.
On the other hand, if females had, in additiop to their natyyral
qunIII'ications: the acquired linowledge of the pl'iysicia'n, they
would aet with coolness of judgment ang with efficiency,

In" every aceldent or diffieulty whigy an happen :in the
Practice, the tules ‘of action ars plain ang d&ﬁnite, and only
need to be followed to insure the greatest IIDSSiblB.safetyl Two
things will enable a weak man org hervoyg Woman to 'get
with firmness and effect in trying circumstances, Viz., 1st To
know just what to do, and 2d, To know just how‘ to dJo it
And to ac‘q}lire this knowledge is Not at a]) above gp Eeyonci
jche capacities of the female mind ; on the contrary, it ig
m a me Wething 1, \’Vh'ic h

asure intuitive with them, ang S0
they can greatly exeel,

But says the objector; the midwife ipygt be
physician, because she ig ot acquaip
of the profession of medicineg, Well they if i
let ‘the sage-femme stud ‘
years or more. There is
over the numbey ofhmates n Ney England; an
them woyld pe willing to devoy
to qualify themselves for a usefi]
ing OCcupation. it is the duty
ndividuals ¢ give them the ¢
means to obtaiy it, and let
Sex and the Tace,

But there arg decided advantageg in
Women devoted exclusively to thig
Whateyey may

honar 8th of time
of >thenm§d}]le’ femuneryt-
Publie of Weali
ducat; Wealthy
them u:m} Y have not the
TN e gond o presy

Plic ang
y if the
t for i

18Ving 4 glass of

Partment gf ... it :
be the extent of their, £ practice,
Xeellenice in +

aleral kepgy)

i ; edge.

arious departmepjg 1S obtaingq by a d:i,vision
yoa

very

a9
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. ; is is carried to a much
flabor. In the medical profession tl.us is ca i
of labor. ;tent in other countries than in our own. It is _t.
greatal £xtel ion, that a gentleman passing through the streets
i stratlon L 5 . 4 . e was
as an illn liswad }down and broke his right shoulder. ., H s
" Pari ippe : : : 'Teol ;
of Paris, s Pg arried into the office of the nearest surg o
o 1 Cg . i r
talen up an him, and excused himself from operating by
who looked at him; ded to the setting of lef? shoulders.
; : only alten s T, o
saying, that he only <treme of division rand sub lelSlGlll
This may be an. e: S iame b A SR opposite
-ofessional duties; but1i hore' t56 MG, phpsisian e
v hiat, provatlyameng us, w i ;g7 enumerates g
SRR hensive.. The following sz, . “ Doctor.”?
o npre g 3 / 1ean octor.
i COEI L%le duties that pertain to an Almell;ct i
few o be a quack; but i » he
: pecimen, may be :
hi ticular specin st respect to the
This par differ from. the honored profession in vesy ki
ot di i 1s_ disposition to re
el of Lis accomplishments, and his. disp curiosity is
Mme(?f nerally useful. ® This medico-literary
llimse ge y ) -
n from the Boston Post: : ol literatim,
talken from ) he following is a verbatim e; )
¢ Queer SNions—The Bl > dav, in the eastern
Qu;e sign which may be seen, any day,
copy of a sig

quarter of this city :i— Consult

Daoctor
Waller
(Accoucher)
On All Diseases
Particularly
Midwifery And Diseases of
Women And: Children
Fevers And Ague?
9 Diseases of the Skin
: Bone Setting. Sore Legs
Tooth Drawing ’
Squinting Cured.

; [ I n, corns d
to [t‘f; SpeCiﬂCﬂtioﬂ, [JhlbeOL’ consumptlo ; :
LS ]
,_I"li.dd an

iseages ' which afflict mortals, male
1 9,8 :
holera, in short all dise
cn 1
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and female, and you have an idea o
this son of Aisculapius styles himsel
Rather an’incongruous
calls one in'so many direc
requiring in every thing great hurry ang dispateh,
the impatient man of multifarious duties o terminpyg
labors by the stimulus of ergot, or by instrumentg 1 I
fying tolearn from the following, that theye is
in respect {0 the abuse of this tilne~saving dr

in one city at least,

“The use of ergot,” says Dr. Meigs, - pgg very much
diminished ‘ip Philadelphia, in the Course of (g last ten or
fifteen vears,

f'a modern Accoucher, as

and inconvenient vocétion, W

hich
tions; often at {lje same mg

ment ;
tempting
lingering
tis grati-
an Improvement
ug; spurred rye,

& s \Vas
ncreased by this pernicious Practice,” . Breatly
The atlendance of females, b

; al w0 i
move a common source of cllfﬁculty and delg e e
of PhiladeTphia, states, in hj

once called to attend g lad
the moment he entered the
‘did pot recommence (i
accoucheur,” says he, «
of pain on his fyrst

Physician, in Woburn,
his presence had a reta
the friends ¢

eing more natyy

8 Work op Midw
Vs Whose miqy;

pPeatance g gp. " Spensiop
attendeq 4 ady, anq
rding inﬂuanc -
1at the best thing he could qgq for
o go away and leave her. e di

result proved his absence the
€motions, Operating through th
erfi] inﬂnence, as Dr,
SUspending uterine con
haying expended mucl
birh impossible, witho

Perceiving a4

didly to]q

the patigy was

R If 80, anqd (e favorable
01 presey; tion

£ nervous tei‘[ N B{[ental

Deweeg just] I \

3 haVe a Po“r_
traction,

» in Xciting or

) Ysiciap ; .
1 time with o ... %10 Weymouth,
) Plonouneeq the
, and Started home for

atlent

ut the ajg of gy

I
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B e ! relieved from her
returned, nature, : Jul

is for P ut before he ;s : | i

s S: nt, had anticipated his Services, and p d

embarrassment, %

with his skill.

ini is practi lu-
; this practice exc
' . or of retaining | e
Tt has been urged in f;vvsichns, that they need the ordinary
PAF LIS

sively in the hands of qoe the difficult ones. Medical
e

: an p
cases to qualify them to mt' 1ue to study this branch, as they
; " i
ill of course con
students will o

] ever have occasion to set
now do surgery, thogg?;;rg;;;?; 1;}101]1{] e s 1'e1.11€.!er
a broken bo‘ue, A_I;n ]'obstetric cases, and was 11?Itds]§:efa;r;;e1iz
surgical as?;:ftl;;eof the art, the sagle-j’if.ﬂ?;:r?eql\ldeL}:JOth ti)gemer

i i -actical skill, ¢
::11?[1 tger k1i0\v1f:§geltalzisi1a;:‘at::elr man’mey are riow con.
SRl dlﬂicut‘on is whether this practice should be
ducted. If ;he‘ jg;etsolmales ar females, the arguments greatly
'CLAUSTY

C?Eﬁcﬁfc?eizte in favor Df’the lat.fer. AT T
pr 'Ighe greater facilit}r‘ 1}r]1tht‘i\1r:}11<;1:32'3$1 part of it, must be
of 'knowledge, especmlt}fis <o diffeuls formedical Studentls to‘
PRI Onz'ften graduate with mere book knowlectger;
greé oasisj e’ .theY ractical skill, unless they have z.lccetss t,_ll_;
g e g it seems rather cruel and revoltmgbo Lt ;
large hospital. An overty of women fo make them obstetric
advastage of 9 lijtal or out, for the education of young mel:
silgetis; in - hoslpimanit}’ and morality demand thﬁt ;vc;r;leit‘
in affairs which ’llmn sl vesy [Females) d‘mma : .1{3‘1
should manage an fogr this profession, could very conts 0111_
course of educatlonuend srith]sdies thorOughl.y vgrsed 111‘ the
ently and gseﬁl{l}]&;z and officiate under their direction. They
science and pra ’

s Il ol d tte an are S oungo

e tending the
physicians. lt—If there are such advantages at : ﬂimst
s e emales, why nas the practice a

! rt by females, y g e
- s of males, especially 1

not the result of the progress

cise of this .
exe,lily passed into the Eanld )
tire -
fir:rhtened New England ?
o
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All change is not improvement. - While society
has made progress in most things; it has lost ground in many.
The answer to the fiyst question is this: While e various
sections of public have heen absorbed, each in (heiy own affairs
and interests; the medical profession have very lmturally-beel'l
mindful of theirg ; and of course they had g objection, so long
as no body else raised any, to letling wom
and allqwmg this whole business, with.
ments and influence it confers, slide intg their hands,
The kings and autocrats OE.EHFOPE, n the exercise of their
patelrnal care, have made provision for the more dependent
Portion of their subjects.  But in thig Country the Wbl i
Wwhom devolves the duty of taking caye Bable, of

x .
omitted to provide the female Portion of fhtsi?ﬁf;ﬁilitia::ﬁﬁ
subject, anq allowgg At o
ev he ) R € practice
tz t;;\;: :‘i:i? Fain 5 More.and ;ere
of the Pilgrims to the Present time '“I‘? a}ls’ from the ]anding
: . . _ o efollowipg o o
show how this subject was i ed by oy ancestob-nmmld -,
tr?uhle one Dr, by Betling oy .0[' l}:-’ atld what
priate sphere.” 1% “appro-
We are informed in the fipg vol
the Maine Historical Socicty,‘ Gl
at Wells, on the 6th of July, 1646, « presemefle;a.l
Jor ?Jf'es-y.m:_'.?zg o act the part of ¢ g dw% L I .
€xamined by the Conrt, is fineq fifty shillino} PN Ill'lq_uent,
and paying the fees, five shillingg, discy 5t for b offence,
In Blake’s Annals of the Toywy, of Dorcialgeﬁ‘j,
al‘gong others for the year Specifieq . cl:esm.ls this record,
Died Feb, 6th 01a s, T o

eil remain ignorant,
the honeys and emolu-

to be taken from them, th
ignorant and helpless, as

i e % Thie 5
hewin s Wlat, Wldow; being s his year
“H10g as a Midwife assisted 7° Birthg of K Years of age,
Hundved & oqq Children.” ORe T}

ousand Ope
This wasg guite an extensive

try location, and the

the following e
state

Practice

more sparse populj ?OHSlderi“g the coun-
xample, furnisheg L D at thyg fime; but

¢ e ;
hat more remarka blg, % authior’s nafive

) 18 somew
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: 5 iy 3 =
The account, which is contained in Thompson’s H1§t01y of
im0 t e]ate’s to Mys. Thomas Whitmore, who, ‘with her
Term relates to, : ity o i 1YRE
Tmmon‘i1 nt to the town of Marlboro’, in that state, in 1765,
1, we
- ] « Mra. Whitmore was very useful to the
reads  thus :— : B . :
It reads bt i] s a nurse and a midwife.  Sheé possessed a
A h'as @ i :
settlers, bo Hitition: ‘and f;equentiy traveled through the
vigorous constl i : i to another
rfor]s on snow shioes, from one part O.f s L01wnSi 1?1:) r]] tJ
Woor d by day, to relieve the distressed. 16 lved to
aXa 5 8
by night and aze of ST years, officiated at more than two
the advanced age .
. sver lost a patient.
and births, and never I - cities 2 ’
tlquETB’“t'rma- that the less healilly females of our cities m.d 1:.0[1‘3
18 & - ‘e sclentif
t towns; at the present day, may need mo:‘te -.cnl 13
1110_“? ! th:il‘l did those ' Women of the Revolution ;" an
stants tha qclitioriers are
assis 7ill have such, for the female practitioners are to be
ey W ; e - as never yet
g Y hly educated for their profession—what has Ver y
thoroughly ecu r. The arlificial state of society, so
been done in this country. o ndants, is the
’ : \ 1t in favor of male attendants, is
far from being an argument - sensitive, nervous
ite. - The patient is delicate in health, sens : ettt
e H. t such times,—so much the more need of avoiding
specially at s = ror and alarm thrown
elf “mc}f:essal‘}’ annoyances. The terror and alam?E 9 I
- 1 5 n 2 i - o1na-
2 the scene by the formidable parade, haunting the iHagn )
r the ‘ino ideas associatec
e for months beforehand ; the shuddering ideas 5] Ciate
1 or o g gt 1 ements
W’ml the scientific and dignified surgeon, and the i“]lpl o
1 ' . : ¢ inhalers. and bottles o
WHIl' vt. together with his ergof, I, all? ; id
ar ¢ some mid-
Ofl'n'Sm:Q t;the:‘) or chloroform, and all the meddle or i
Ob.fm g of the present day—surely this is enoug 1;0 317133
rifer " A e i ne of ordinary
‘;le m};%t heroic woman, and jeopard the life of o y
tn .
¢ perve.”’ S ung and accom-
Princess Charlotte, of England, young Shplivigs
The - Princes life in confinement with her first child, in
: . her lile 1 ¢ s :
d, lost ber : royal phy-
Phslje }g}wc was attended by the usual pa'm‘de afof ;mepﬂzd
; LK i D 'S cl
L, distinguished friends, with ministers of state
sicians, and GSUESE = sartments.  ‘“ All this brought
" ave nssembled in adjoining ap B f mind, and
B lical author writes; ‘‘anxiety o e
TRGLEt owed by hemorrhage and convulsions,

" aq a4
on,”’ a8 IEAIGRY
excessive fatigue, foll

T
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terminating in a fatal s
could neither prevent no

This event cast a clo
the theme of every
English gentleman,
me that Mr. Hume
place in Parlimﬁent,
she had heep

I cure.”’
ud of sorrow over tpe hation,
tongue and the burden of ey
who was in London at the
, member from Scotland,
that it was his candjg co
spared the useless parade

But to come neater home. A clergymay,

City at the time of the oceurrence, thyeg or'f,

| . (oA, our years ago,

] Informed me that his wife, young ang acutely Sensitive, wasg
. ] g

| t by a skillful

attended on the occasion of her first confinemgy

and excellent physician. - But when she came

to the Preliminary measures to

to be a natnya] labor,

bear.  She burst

course she was wholy disconcerte .

was all needed for aéc i lteq’ e i

| dissipated, exhausted. After some del
of physicians, mechanje
might have done, had
well-formed woman
the extreme nervous

4y, and g ¢q
al meang effect,

they not been
as the patiens Was

ex@itemeﬂt, and the menta] gy
oy o el _ ‘
Suflering, inflammation and fever got in, anq o

Went with her infant to the grayg
The gentleman remarked, thag y,,
ened upon this subject, he felt no
wife wag sactificed to a most
Oh ye mothers, who h
danghters, will you
& trial, anq, it may

Paralizaq

Vmg bee
t the ]

not do Somethi
be, such g f

A clergyman of this city Temarkeq ¢on i
family in his society employed o distinguisgeésatw
e

yneope, which all their united skill

ery heart. An _
time, informed
declared in his
Nviction that if

» and attended by a
. good: Scoteh midwife, she would havye then beep, a living
/ Woman,

Who liveq in this

it was more t} St Was likely
r e 1an hel‘ p‘tilo"&o }

'Il ly

mto tears, apq Sobbed ; Py could

| cel was
ns
ed what hature!

Ome moypq enlight-
ast doypy i
urmatm-al' System of pract:: ol
ave delj o
f:;ti: an Carefully trained
0 sayg them 1
ro h
€ as this ! ola

n, that g
Physician as
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; : ence of
After some delay he'decided, in consequHe fi5s
: % o " g, n
e f other engagements, to use tha‘:e forcep o e
the P'I'E‘SSUI—B o ¥ the l_nothel. and child were ; -
so, and in a few day ily had ever felt that it was an
The gentleman said the fami };*]'fe !
_ - 0 1ie.
entirely unnecessary Sam]laﬁce to the existence and extent of
e t as : £ mid-
emove all dou ) cious system of mi
e T which attend the present Ofﬁf - th}e iimchiites
the fanuers inent medical authority, rb e
i mil : res .
iy, Som‘;e nd of New York, will her“i % I;f the State and
' rgh'a ive View
of Edinbyrg ] “ A Comparative
: ed, . Votlc John
I wots el{}ui w,ith those of the Animal “‘DI‘I?, bgnh b
S T A ray_
Faculties ofg GF R. S.. Professor of Medicine 1111\1119: riapon
R . i ajes
Gregor}rhgi. bu;-cvh and First Physician to his jesty
itv of Edinburgh, _ i
s d.” is the following passage 0 wilheni sssiz
Scotland, imal brings forth its young
¢ Byery other anim = afficiént for~that works 4nd
. 13 .
ce; but we judge Nature ms‘ better. ~What numbers of
an 1 ’an accoucheur understands it be d. iaherrioasicions
e s well as mothers, are destroyed by all who have
tnsieie t of these artists is well kno?\rn to @ o
managemen this matter. The most intelligent and s
inquired i R DT ; : in ¢
lﬂqungd e if they are candid, will o, that Tkt
Jractiionsrs, es, Nature is entirely sufficient, gnl g pas
ral cas : : - ness o
ol Et cly t;) assist her efforts in case ofj:vea 0
iness is on i child.
bUSllne‘S or an unnatural position of tiller just quoted, and also
mother, -y, son of the autho LR
Gregory, so o ieide 1 niversity of
* Jame? thegPractice of Medicine, in th; Udanﬂy (?;m
! abun 3
Froame g late as 1821, thought women a tested against
. O a . a " .
EBAREGER, ist in childbirth, and strongly pro 2
ssl
ptent 10 2 icians. ;
the employment of 1){15?818: t from a Lecture by Gunning S.
ing is an extrac L
The following ]S“a . Tisfester of Bhd“;]fely) al;dNthB
oy 555 oy » iversity of New
edforlde en and Children, in the UﬂWBli”%’Sdr
men @ o,
e f medical students, lrovembef_ : er, t
ass 0 i qo'[e]'n]_l aﬂd emphﬂ-tlc marnn y L0
ost § o e s
m ch, unfortunately for suffering

B

Diseases of

York, to his cl 0
« Allow me, in the e
you against an error

on

cauti
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humanity and the honor of oy
prevailed. 1 allude to the
use of instrurments

I profession, has too generally
indiscriminate apq unpardonable
in the practice of midwifery, If (he grave
could speak, how feapfy] would be its revelations o (his
topic | how monstyoyg the guilt of those whe revel in innocent
blood! No more {10y, six weeks since, T was visited by a
medical gentleman . who had been in practice but g ghort
Eeriod; and in the course of conversation, the subject of opera-
tve midwifery was ingy bserved to me that

h‘f had enjoyed . the becoming familjar
with the y

se ofinstruments; for his

5 Preceptor hag performed
inelratmn of embryotomy on ay average sixteen times a
yearll To you, gentlemen, an announcement

of thig character

May appeay g Tomance; but I haye myself

City scenes of blood sufficie
DOT an exaggerated picture ; and I will ta
citing one Case, among severa] ;

toshow you that Idomno
against the unholy acts of
Heaven nor hature
chamber.”

The professor they Proceeds to
horror,—, piece of ¢ gt
Words.  When e arriv
PeIspiration of death wa RE
| Shwas oniher” «yy her deap agony,’”?

¥she, “ghe supplicated me 1, save hep i i
4 Save her, ang said, with a
g that none by 4 mother ¢apy h, th i
Sk, I 1, that she wag will-

Undergo any addition if she eo 1d onlvy b
Spared tg [y children | » o e o

Proceeds.; « « m ating the Case, the doctor
ﬂ.mbl‘yotomy : now he asked—Wj

men, who were iy

ended Beither by
to assume the sacred dugj

€8 of the lying.ip
relate g
rocions butchery,”
ed in the room of ¢

cheris
al Sufferipng,

After nayy
he questiop may

s ‘ 1y was

acertain, . 1BC_ﬂUlse to in' this tase? T never could

the bun; e must haye hegy Some seeret reagop for it—
Marning love, Perhaps, sy

eeds,

hich g :
m ' Olie men |
There 4 en
38 no defopp;y :

¥ of the pelvis ;

Isi :
an Ordinmy TS and ag, fay as I con

ave for bloody
the head of the
ld learn, it was
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F mid wifery manifest a commendable degree
The professors of mi : re of rash- and
ET in exhorting 'their pupils to beware of rash. ¢
of humanity in ex S S W
‘s ehanice A s
hasty-gesoris & dnee { posting a man at the bedside i paz:
hatural practice ol pesting ' ¥ Tion
and unnatural | 1 instruments must be used. Wh
s I = i - .
turition prevails, sz 0 gqlized cannot perform ler office, her
1T ard } y
e, shocked and p r substitutes of art.
nat% : st be accomplished by the poo The shock to modest
wlle 2 ifice of life is not all. lf ] b p tly
acrill : "-labor, frequen
But the sa 1d ~eonsequent -suspension 0 : c;got (101 )
ibilities, ar AEY ) ; org .
sensibilip ary the conntervailing fom:i} 0 e -;id- o
. 558 . manual g
ronder HEC?J of instrumental or lll-r-tclaPtFI B 1‘]ender
ployment: niuries, which sometimes re
employm 1berless mnjuries; S A
; ose result num ; make upthat “great
A he sufferer miserable, and go to mak Ll investigate
P the sulc f atlc 0 ] t
the life of th le complaints,” the vain attempt g
21ale
host of fe

i are of the present medi-
hich. eonstitutes quite a share of P
re w ]
and cu

i]l- 1 d ll]fﬁl]’[S ar
_-N{al'l l]l L. e e T

i - limbs. Conversin

f their lives, but of their tender 111111‘35 | ”if({)his h-tﬂi
i nan in Bast Thomaston, Me., he callec et
with a gentl‘emﬁl - {-;.f 5%, and wished me to place 1'11? _121111L
B cordsaand joint of which were rIIgid, anc1
ss: upon his arm, which had been. 1.3101;(’,:1,1 dl?ics

almostuse! o3 ojecting callus at the fracture; p. ;
oo b :s warped out of shape; upon his §1de,
‘;‘;T};:?L;t\;c;r; of several ribs,-—ﬂflJ.IO_f \E‘llgil d]r;;ij
i Ireadful hour of his birth. The
ters"he ax-luel'}cilce(1tastint:;e lall:at St il
s rait upon his wife, and no trouble
HHBLIOR ;]Z wai as we might well suppose,

ras,

upon his wrist, the

healed
shoulder blade

where was an 1t

Uentlel]‘_'lﬂll B
S a
plain sort of red
hatever had occurred. : ssistants.
wha ly in favor of female as:

idec O L ?
most decided crippled, deformed

[ poor

- llected of poor, :

o aight be co SRR boon, in con-
e I23 n life is a burden, instead of a l ’ -,
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o 19 rer having been born, tyth F’d ) i .3
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Multitudes of infants are now lost, who, by more suitable

assistance, or by none at all, might have been saved to become
the joy of their parents and ornaments to sbciet}’. A wealthy
gentleman present at one of the author’s lectures in a large
town in this state, said, that he employed one (;f the most
celebrated physicians that could be obtained, io attend his wife
in three instances, and every child was los,t. On th lllfwtl
ocms"ion, a female practitioner officiated, and there w:s - 11
less inconvenience and suffering, and a iy muc

: : ing child now a
fine lad in whom center the hopes of his Parentz e

A persotti 0fi" steat worth and influence in this city, gave me
an 1 e of di in 1
account ol a case of disappointed expectations and blichted
nees of which are :
: : 1ot uncommon
though from the delicate natyre of the subj :
Ject, and other

reasons, they are wholly wupkp
own to :
was as follows: the public. The case

E'L young lady was taken ip labor, and thoy h .
assistance was rendered by the young medicag[ every possible
atiended, yet after a long period of suffe gentleman who

i ; Ting; the inf,

: : w a
born lifeless. This was a cause of extreme SOTTo nt was
W to the

parents and friends. So much 80, that in Pros
S?ccrl‘ld confinement the greatest anxiety was ex Pect of hep
Stmilar misfortune might not occur. Qg aCCounI;re:SEG thalt a
fulness and skill martifested by the young ID _1-1}e faith-
altendance was considered indispensable, ;I'plysl?la“: his
';?reased by that of the friends, with w helzea“icmty was
th;z:i; .‘and of course he felt a heavy l'esponsigﬁi}{ SY‘H:E)&_
of bm;wed;b and to make assurance douhly sure, at tl? : l_he‘
Obtainedpai}es the Presencc 0.f an emingy; p!mfesqecemre
- -fm_ ter a tedious and dlstressing Iabop it sor ‘was
m art ! consider-

—alive! p,; , child wag ger:
©' Pain and anguish were for ot Was delivered
Yapturous EOten, and the most

: Joy was expressed by the
Physiciang : el mother, in which

and friends participated wi :

: with .

Pathy ang satisfaction. o ?OSt i e
litle one showed

hom

and operative skill, the

But alas, alag | the
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signs of distress, and of ebbing life, and, in consequence of an
injury to the spine, discovered on a more careful e:{amm‘ationJ
its brief existence was soon over—and unutterable grief as
soon succeeded to transports of Joy- :

Mipwirery PRACTICE IN Boston.—The number of still-born
children, in Boston, has been for the past few years sometl}ing
over three hundred annually. Thelje are of course various
causes of this absence or loss of v.italu:y, some of then.1 \j.rho]l}r
independent of good or bad mldmfery: practice. But it is well
known that many children are born lifeless ‘in consequence of

ted, distressing, exhausting_labors, occasioned by the

mentioned, and that many are destroyed
ns used as substitutes for the natural

protrac
circumstances before
by the yarious mea
powers.
Tn the:
lished two years ago,
hundred still-born children was ber for ¢
c{ty, and indicated an unsuccessful system of obstetric practice.

It could be given only as an opinlion, the whole number of
births not then being known or regls{ere‘d; but we now ha've
data by which to ascertain comparative results. ‘The city
Reeistrar informed me, early in December, that efficient meas-
ureas had been taken to ascertain and record the nmnber of
Dbirths in Boston in 1849; and it would amopnt to 4.”0[}, and
might be something over. [If we supppose 1t t0 be 4200, and
eall the dead-born 300, (to say nothing of {[.-13 large llumb_er
that perish in early infancy,) it gives one in I’oqrteen_ In
21,502 births in the Hospital of Matermty, in Paris, u»l}i?r a
female superintendent, the number of still-born was :b?; a
fraction over one in twenty-eight, or about half thle ratio in
Boston, where the proportion would have swelled this number

author's work, Female Midwifery Té,c.lvocgted, pub-
it was given as an opinion, that three
a very large number .for this

of 783 to more than 1500.
The fatality to mothers—the
able, 18 proportiona
Some allowance should perha
3

tt ¢hild-bed 7’ cases—it is prob-
Ily as great as that of infants.
ps be made for the greater skill




34

LETTER TO LADIES,
and \ i i
5 lléirethzu:r;i al.;:::";s(tlan‘cteJ 1‘1.'13 well conducted hospital.
il and, it would 'seem that in this ‘“new
:zmid;gr;;tt:;tzaltubrmus Ciw_ of Boston, whoge p_opulatiorlz is,
| n : made up from the healthy stock of the
: v, ought not to he a greater mortality in the incip-
lent stage of existence, than there is'in a -
effeminate ¢ity of Europe. - ;
For some reason the number of “Stil.l-bom 7 th
corded as usual in:the Bill of Mortality at the ofé Ough‘ e
h_as for a year or more been omitted 0 of Burials,
}};l;ﬁ};gail ihe newspapers, and in the Medical and Sureical
outnal; where it has appeared for twenty yearg e
quiring of the Registrar the occasion of th iy s
plied, that he onlylknew that such were
would seem that it was a matter of as
portance to the public to know how man
at birth, as to know how many leave th
i:ﬂ%\V hF:urs,‘ days, or weeks, and are pe pOrt:
. infantile diseases.” At any rate t‘.aere1 il the head
1tnow as there have been in timej past e feBo0d reasons for
From the data furnished by the ne ’
other important considerationg c (13)“.
three hundred physicians in ¢ g
wo?ld give them on an average four, 4200 cases of mid_\\rifcrj)r
make i i
them adepts in the art. . But on sachi:-t

nance to emplovi ' aceo

have less tilgll'flut}};;% S}l;iﬁzg fPh}’sicians in tltjie]stg 051:?8 tepug-
the older and more Cele(brato dCaSQSJ Next to nope at I]EIS’ lh(.w
tions; so that some czmnot(:} 3te overwhelmeq witla D
want of skill, and others, ¢ f? Justice to thgj, i 1 applica-
would not bea may S.dor the way .patients for the
titioners, the bhusj
among them. °1e equally distributed

n old, luxurious, and

n-the weekly reports

€ omission; he re-
the directions, It
much'interest g1d jm-
¥ human bejy gs perish
& world ‘afey 5 stay of

TegIstry of births some
his city ;

€nough 1o

sslon, in con-

ly of
Members, hag but a poor

-may be temporarily discommoded.
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eration from all the duties that now pertain to it; and
he inconvenience that may result
to some physicians {rom restoring the practice of midwifery to

females. Dutameasure recommended by so many and weighty
1d receive the support even of those who

remun
I regret as much as any oné't

considerations shou

Suppose now, that these forty-two hundred cases of child-

birth, instead of being attended by three hundred gentlemen,
two good women, every way qualified
for the office—and surely Boston could furnish that number of
females, of just the right description to be E:dllGElEGd and em-
ployed as sage-femmes,—one hundred C.'.?.SES Il’l‘E.L year, or abc;mt
two a weel, would be a moderate practice, withont af,t.end.mg
¢o other departments: They could of course devote ample time
to their patients, and would never be interrupted by the mis-

cellancous duties of the medical practitioner.

Another advantageé is, Iiconomy. 'This is, to be sure, a sor-
did argument when applied to individual cases, al.@ it is of
put trifling importance when compared with the mitigation of
suffering, the saving of life, and the preservation of delicate-cus-
toms and good morals in socie?y, but when applied to a com-
ity or nation it is a noble idea, and has engaged the pens

mul i
of the greatest writers.
The Fee fora case o

;cal Association of this city, 18

were entrusted to forty-

{ midwifery, as established by the Med-
§15, in the day time, and $20,
if any part of the attendance be in the night. The larger pro-
portion occur in the night, but as abatements ha-vft? b_e made
to the poor, 1t might be called, on an average, $15. For

4200 cases this would be $63,000,00. Buta midwife could at-
T.Glld a, hund and. fOl't}?-I.WD of

them could wait upon the
or one third of the present expense.
the whole country, and the resu

red cases a year for $5 each ;
4200 new citizens for §21,000,00,
Apply the same calcula-
PV 1t is quite an item in the
fions

wealth

The !

of the nation. J
Jumber of females being considerably larger than that

I :
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of males, in consequence of the recruiting of armies and navies,

the loss of men at sea, and, in this section, the constant emigra-
tion, women need all

the occupations for which they are adapt-
ed. So their performance of these duties, instead of being a
loss of labor to the community, would relieve the widdw and
her children fio

the necessity of sustdining hundreds and thousands of females,
who have both the ability and the di
selves, if they could only have the

But man, the lord of creation, ha
can choose his profession or pursnit
commerce, mechanic arts,
ribbon and tape
and, not. conten

sposition to support them-
opportunity.

s the world before him, and
—war, politics, agriculture,
mercantile afairs, (not excepting

: t with these, he must wrest from the long-
suffering ang ever-yie

. lding sex the more tesponsible and dig-
nified of theip duties, deprive them of the honor of presiding
over the nativity of mankind, a calling which Heaven and
Nature designed them, and them alone, to pursue,

There are said to be forty-thousand physicians in the United
States. Twenty thousand of these ought to give pla.ce to this
number of women, and turn theip attention to pursnits bette‘r
adapted to their strong muscles ang strong minds, thap ig this
Wwaiting with ladies from two to twenty hours, z{nd this sim-
ple, mechanical routinism of midwifery. Indeeq . ‘311}78ic;'nﬁ
of good intellectual ang scientific attainments dc: (l:onsidelli:

beneath th%r qualifications, apq w ance, i
they are gla® to be rig of it, ang @ ances permit
ments better caleulated 14 eXercige €8 to Fl(?part_
In addition to providing foy e .C’-Erll)a(.,‘.ltles.

sand or move women, this change woulq ftzljleasﬁali“ em? 111?11;
men, am.] secure to the country the benefits of Fi 1at Hompes

manual industry —anothey item in oy Pollil' 111611 mental and
national \\:e&lth. of course, this Very desi]-:ij e_cf)HOIHY; fﬂlq
be brought about so suddenly a5 Bk & Chf"”ge “33“1?0"
ance in the established order of things, even’«\iifﬂ;hf :;1:1;:;2?;

hen circumst
vote themse]y

~

m want, and the relatives or the public from

) and a thousand vocations and diversions,— -
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- : ‘s that physicians
ied forward with all possible vigor. 'So ;hli Iln-ol"srpect of
carried Trwfeld need not be greatly alarme
now in the 1 .
itor Tl 1nuall
female Con1pfem01f1- that fifteen hundred young men ai ¥
We are informe

If

couniry. Let ha

in the medical school_s ¢l th:;on to otlzler pursuits,

aEgeHIsle. b : | turn their atten f training

of the prospective pupl 4les be putin a course of training,
e

ber of fe . ies will gradually
SATIETRG m?lvision of professmnal duutpiut L ﬁuarter f
- 1 4
wad o prOchie;etween the sexes. If at firs
be establishe

i and there
d give place to female Puf:i’mfﬂd be sill
the male shou '-lzmbel' at least,) the cha;t::,to s
s that]iilut in fact, every one oug diately transferred
more gradua ¢ midwifery could be 1mmne la s
whole business 0_ instance of the real or suppo e
to women; f.or e;n";;{n in such a case is an unfortu
s of employlng @ M : . ‘
tylfce’ Ml:d ot blE'! l?llz;:stsei?}' which some people l.ﬁla.ilg?w{t‘c;
Thests HOF e t:’?emale sensibility. In the Sout mt xt:ant
these severe trials 0 orform these services, o 2 g;eie‘:" Ari
iy ':;Do?:l;m};wing the first letter D'fdiill:iél?t ]:;e S-muh’
that Wi sne o temporary Tesi -
ed one

sati results.

ement, and with the most satlsfactcn]‘y‘;d .

. 5 - ale .

1ﬁ;l had resided in Arkansas, Tematx
who

k: racti-
his neighbors there owned a f{.u"nm?s p.d. ;
ho spent her whole time in riding
and was a source of quite an
[

e

employec
his lady 1 co!
A gentlemen, f
iter ne o
writer that o V.
tioner of this description, |
from one plantation to another,
TO .
income to her master.
Thomas Ewell, M. D,
i Y &
cian, Honorary Membe e
d an eminent aulhqr., appes e
al following graphic and earnest I S R
i t?t of our country, the negro g e
e mine their mistresses, hes
fearful,of harmng

a . [&]

of Virginia, a distinguished ]_)]'}Ys.i-
of the I?hiladelphia Medica.l SomIety,
to the ladies, upon this subject,

in

jenorancé, and

aéting, until the
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then obtain great reputation in the praciice of midwifery, ri-

valing the most renowned doctors of the trade. They soon

discover the secret, that nature does all the business, and that
they have only to keep themselves quiet, and pocket the credit
of the operation,

“Indeed, considering the extraordinary facilities which na-
ture has provided for the birth of the human kind; consider-
ing the numbers who bring forth daily withount suffering, it
seems wonderful how so many ladies, on these ocecasions, can
make su¢h an ado about the affair, can so idly injure them-
selves with unhappy conceits, can_apprehend any thing but the
most fortunate termination of their case.

“But the cause of all such groundless fears may be traced
tt:rthe arts and ignorance of designing persons. A thougand
fimes more notice is taken of one little irregularity of the at-
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; Far be it too from the writer, toaffirm; or imply that there
is not now a high-toned female delicacy in New England, and
the country- Indeed, the agsumed existence of such delicacy
is the main gronnd of his argument. The good opinion hehas
of the abilities of his country womet Jeads him to believe that
the object aimed at is not an impracticable one; and his faith
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that they will not be

plain and faithful manner in which he has felt it his duty to
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In Russia, as I am informed by a gentleman who has re-
sided there, principally in St. Petersburg, ten years, the gov-
ernment provides institutions for educating females for this
profession; and they are employed by all, from the Empress
to the wife of the serf,. The gentleman said he had occasion

+ to employ one of them for his lady ; he was much pleased that
measutes were in progress to provide female practitioners
among us, and gave something for the object.

Rev. Dr. Baird remarked to the writer, that the employ-
ment of females in this office was the general cnsiom of Eu-
rope; said he had stepped into an institution where a Lady
was lecturing npon the subject at the time. He expressed
himself in the strongest terms agalnst our system of.mid wifery,
and said if his influence would aid this enterprise any, he
would most cheerfully give it. He accordingly made himself
a member of the Society, and gave a strongly written recom-
mendation of the object.

Tf the women of Russia, and other European countries, can
manage these affairs, most certainly America.n? New England
Women can; for they are altogether better }nfﬂ‘rmed in ‘othcr
respects, and our system of female educalion is every year
growing more solid and thorough.

Eraer anp Curorororm. In the author’s work, published
two years ago, the opinion was given, and .sustaimzd by the
best authorities, that the use of these a:gents in childbirth was
Unnecessary and unsafle. Since that time proofs of ihijs point
had beep multiplied. Prof. Meigs, in his recent work, ©Ob-
stetrics,” says, «Having carefully studied the reports upon
etherization and chloroformization, whether those in this
country or those produced in Europe, I remain as yet uncon-
vinced, either of the necessity for the mctho'd: or of its propri-
€y. Iama witness that it is attended with alarming uceideﬂts,
howeyer rately. As to its employment in Midw-ifery here,
not\f.rithstanding a few cases have been mentioned and reporied,

T thing has not begun to find favor with accoucheurs.”’—In

e e

LETTER TO L, ADIES. 47

otter do without these nox-

ecople had b
gl but in severe cases of Sur-

casions; S oL
5 different matter; as the 111Jurflous
: d arise from’
5 loving thet might be less than \v?lll ]
eflects of Bmplf}lygstem by the pain of ampulatlmi, the ex :
o e PR : rations. strong rc~
Fhe shoc rs, and other formidable 0}?811L e kit
i e "’1 eady commenced ' 2gains
action has all®

. odifications: . abied
11 theilr modi ; ; n Society;’
Chloroform, 3;?:;1]6 ¢« American Medical Iducatio ¥
With regal

- 1] egislature, at an
have it incorporated b the I;th i peeimiary
it s proposed;od it may not be {hought unwo ¥
n L,
early day-

] p “ [] i nce '\',?]l be Ten
a }l] ]1)]1[ t!.ler Slale ﬁ.nd Blh LS SLICh 3551Stu 1

eil un BSS '( 1e pll \lc an l.l'l ].l-'l ua

de]' 1 7

]S 0,[ “"eﬂ“h Shcn]i
o I{.-II)E'.IB let lslfltli.'e 1LGI]OI|. on LlllS
an 1 o)

dentistry and Surgery,
i c
ious influences on slight o

o v, e 's
: dicious usel
gery, thelr ju i

¥ ientific, or Agricul-

s {it CertaiIﬂY: no ther. ﬁ-iime t:) the public

neces:?ltﬂr 'O '.ns can be of greater lmllj'f ing Midwives, and

i G plishment for 4054 ants of women and
C . ¥ e W

e thsll:i yas?cians to administer to‘é?e office of attending the

1 )
Pemale Jurses for : be connected with
1 Iren, and NUrses ospital, to be
children, &

ity H
. MaterllltY ‘onal purposes, by af-
sicls geuel‘a“}’- e for educational purposes,

i 2 .. but will be a most
ag i}
the Schot) ils P tieal kno“;lerdbth’e accommodation of
fording the PU-I'ftable jnstitutiolt Oen i A 6
importan® Ghalof pirtuous PO - wtoman;l distress, in damp and
1ihers : : overty
large nuit : 1dp

point, and prevent the
ary,

their critical Peesidcpces of the mt'y'd <o far as rclates to the
T and—= [4
ywlholesome « handsome @ :
un;lho o lowing ® ; hau.qgraphs is clipped from the Boston
S11e ard

. Tieious P
g judic1Ot Lot
objccé-—*"eg 133 ; g48.) 216 I .
Sl o i s ver hall of
Post, I(B occasion ment 1o Jast evening, mbt?eellﬂ\iemenc e
ored U‘ gl 78 I[éec\t‘?as ally 3?-[3“d‘3]dd i};]j%rliolus i
e py A€ | the impropriety a7 % Tihe offices of
the Tremot. upon th o males il fee
ihe orve jons ) of employng hrewdness, s distre:
he Obi’sm t CnStO;]l tlced with ok vsal His pésiiions upon
the PIY°" " syer ? aral ztppl‘ﬂ i
S awife -1y cenel?
Midwilery nded with g
) 4 atte
tion, an

Lce of whose Editor hon-

____-_

[+]




48 LETTER TO LADIES.

this subject, and upon others immediately connected with it,
were logically enforced, and need enly notoriety to be followed
by a propitious legislative action. Progress is the watchword
of the times, and when manifested in causes akin to this in

substantial and practical good, none but the conventionally
dull will regret it,” ;

Frmare Pracritionsr v Bosron. Thirty years ago Mrs.
Janet Alexander, from Edinburg, where she was educated for
the profession of midwifery, was ‘introduced into practice in
this city, under the auspices of Drs. John C. Warren and
James Jackson. She had an extensive and very successful
Practice for twenty-five years, among the most intelligent por-
tion of the community. It has been the pleasure of the writer
to meet with many, and to learn of a still larger number of
heads of families, among the wealthy citizens, who had em-
pPloyed this lady, and wgre therefore most decidedly and
understandingly in favor of educating females for the office
generally.,

A clergyman remarked to me, that he had always employed
Mrs, Alexander in his family, as had most of his society. He

said that when she died, (in 1845,) it was a time of heartfelt

mourning with all the women who had known her great
worth and eminent usefulness. A lady, now acling as agent
in thig city, for the Medical Education Society, reports that
she meets with very many of the friends of this gratefully
remembered woman; and finds not only them, but other
ladies, with hardly any excepiions, most cordially in favor of
the ohjects advocated in these pages. Many of the more
favored in point of wealth, on giving their names and some-
thing # help along, kindly and encouragingly remarked, that
when the plans were fully matured, their more substantial aid
should not he wanting. No, the influence and aid of the
Ladies cannot be wanting; for it is woman’s nature to he ever
humane and benevolent, and “ready to every good work.”



